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1. (Am^ded) An irrigation ablation probe comprising: 

a generally\jgid'>i?Qbe body having proximal and distal ends and comprising an 
ablation electrode at it^istal end, wherein the ablation electrode defines an inner cavity, the 
ablation electrode having arl^st o^e irrigation opening through which fluid can pass from the 
inner cavity to the bjitsideySf tl^e ablation electrode : and 



means for introc 



: fluiasinto the inner cavity) Tan infusion tube having proximal and 




distal ends and extending through \^e probe body for introducing fluid into the ablation 
electrode]. 

r w 

4. (Amended) An irrigation ablation probe according to claim [1] 2, wherein the 
means for introdmcing fluid comprises an [distal end of the] infusion tube [is] attached to the 
proximal end of the ablation electrode. 

^^^^""""^ \ M irrigation ablation probe comprising: 

a generallyNdgid probe body having proximal and distal ends and comprising an 
^blation electrode at ibe distal end, the ablation electrode having at least one irrigation 
^.^opening through which fluiH^can pass to the outside of the ablation electrode : 
v\r a handle mounted to the^roximal end of the probe body; and 

^ an infusion tube having proxmml and distal ends and extending through the probe body 

introducing fluid into the ablation elect^de. 




4> 



24. (Amended) An irrigation ablation probe according to claim 6, wherein the 
generally rigid probe body comprises: 

tubing having proximal and distal ends and at least one lumen extending therethrough^ 
wherein the ablation electrode is mounted at the distal end of the tubing ; 

[a tip electrode mounted at the distal end of the tubing, the tip electrode having at least 
one irrigation opening tnrough which fluid can pass; 
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means for introducing fluid through the at least one irrigation opening of the tip 
electrode;]\and 

a stiffening wire extending through one of the at least one lumens of the tubing. 
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25. (Amended) An irrigation ablation probe according to claim 24, wherein the 
[introducing nieans comprises an infusion tube having proximal and distal ends that] infusion 
tube extends tnrough one of the at least one lumens of the tubing, and wherein the distal end 
of the infusion tube is in fluid communication with the at least one irrigation opening in the 
[tip] ablation eleofrode. 



(Amended) irrigation ablation probe according to claim 6, wherein the 
gengj;;^ly rigid probe body comprises: 

tubing having proximal atad distal ends and at least one lumen extending therethrough; 
wherein the ablation electrode is mounted at the distal end of the tubing : 

[a tip electrode mounted at theS^stal end of the tubing, the tip electrode having at least 
one irrigation opening through which flu^ can pass; 

an] wherein the infusion tube [havii^proximal and distal ends that] extends through 
one of the at least one lumens of the tubing, mad wherein the distal end of the infusion tube 
is in fluid communication with the at least one irrigation opening in the [tip] ablation 
electrode; and 

a stiffening wire extending through one of the ^ least one lumens of the tubing. 
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30. (Am€ 
generally rigid pr 



nded) An irrigation ablation probe according to claim 6, wherein the 
e body comprises: 

tubing having proximal and distal ends and first and second lumens extending 
therethrough: wherein the ablation electrode is mounted at the distal end of the tubing : 

[a tip electrode mounted at the distal end of the tubing, the tip electrode having at least 
one irrigation opening through which fluid can pass; 



-3- 



# 



Application. No. 09/370,601 



'7 an] wnerein the infusion tube [having proximal and distal ends that] extends through 

^ 8 the first lumen of the tubing, and wherein the distal end of the infusion tube is in fluid 

9 communication with the at least one irrigation opening in the [tip] ablation electrode; and 

10 a stiffening wire having proximal and distal ends that extends through the second 

1 1 lumen of the tubing. 



Claim 33, line 2, repla<^e "tip", with--ablation- 



Claim 35, line 1, repine "tip", with--ablation- 



Claim 36, line 2, rep^ce "tip", with--ablation- 



/ 



Please add new claims 42 to 47 as follows: 




42. irrigation ablation probe according to claim 1, wherein the means for 

introducing fluid into the inner cavity comprises an infusion tube having proximal and distal 
ends and extending thraugh the probe body. 



1 " 43, AVi irrigation probe according to claim 42, wherein the infusion tube and the 

2 ablation electrode together comprise a single generally hollow body. 



44. An ilrrigation probe according to claim 6, wherein the infusion tube and the 
ablation electrodeUogether comprise a single generally hollow body. 



1 -- 45. A method for treating atrial fibrillation in a patient comprising: 

2 opening the heart of the patient; and 

3 ablating at legist one linear lesion in the heart tissue using an irrigation probe as 

4 recited in claim 6. 
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